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OBITUARY

Glenn Halstead Brown

1915-1995

lenn H. Brown died at Kent,

Ohio, on April 18, 1995, in the
30th anniversary year of the
International Liquid Crystal Con-
ference that he founded in 1965.

Born in Logan, Ohio, on September 10,
1915, Glenn received his BS (1939) at
Ohio University, his MS (1941) at Ohio
State University and his PhD (1951) at
lowa State University. He taught Chemi-
stry as an instructor at the University of
Mississippi (1941-1942) and as an assis-
tant professor at the University of
Vermont (1950-1952). He then moved to
the University of Cincinnati where he was
promoted to associate professor and
taught Chemistry (1952-1960). In 1960,
he came to Kent State University as a
professor to head the Chemistry Depart-
ment where he successfully built a PhD
program. He served as Chairman from
1960-1965, as Dean of Research from
1963-1968, and Director of the Liquid
Crystal Institute from 1965-1983. He be-
came Kent's only Regent’s Professor in
1968.

He was a member of many scientific
groups: American Chemica! Society
(ACS), Sigma Xi, Ohio Academy of
Science (OAS), American Association for
the Advancement of Science, American
Institute of Chemists, American Crystal-
lographic Association and the New York
Academy of Science. He was very active
in ACS and OAS (president, 1960) for
which he received several awards:
Distinguished Service Award from the
Akron section ACS (1971), Morley Award
from the Cleveland section ACS (1977)
and Distinguished Service Award from
OAS (1966).

His contributions to work in liquid
crystals  were recognized by other

awards: Honorary DSc degrees from
Bowling Green State University (1972)
and Ohio University (1986); the
President's Medal from Kent State
University (1980); the Liquid Crystal
Institute renamed the Glenn H. Brown
Liquid Crystal institute (1986); Special
Recognition for Excellence Award from
Ohio’s Governor Richard Celeste (1986);
and the establishment of the Glenn

Brown Dissertation Award by the
International  Liquid Crystal Society
(1985).

On March 18, 1965, the board of
trustees at Kent State University with the
urging of President Robert I. White
authorized the formation of the Liquid
Crystal Institute under Glenn Brown's
direction. The LCI started with one grad-
uate student and a budget of $21 000
per year. Other scientists at Kent joined
Glenn in seeking funding for liquid crystal
research. Major grants came from the
National Institutes of Health, the National
Science Foundation and the U.S. Army
and Air Force. This early funding helped
establish the reputation of the Institute.
Continual growth led to a move into a
new building in 1986. Even then it was
obvious that the Institute would soon
need a larger facility. In just ten years
after this move, the Institute will move
into a new and much larger building in
1996.

Presently, the Glenn H. Brown Liquid
Crystal Institute stands as an impressive
tribute to its founder. Another living
tribute to Glenn is the International
Liquid Crystal Conference. As Glenn
stimulated interest in liquid crystals
among scientists, it soon became
apparent that a forum was needed in
order to exchange ideas and information.

In 1965, he organized the first
conference which was held in Kent with
most of the funding committed only if it
was successful. The 129 registrants made
it @ success and the conferences continue
every two years. Science registrants at the
1994 conference in Budapest numbered
600. The conference will return to Kent
in 1996.

Glenn Brown’s interest in liquid crystals
began at the University of Cincinnati
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when he was locking for an interesting
research topic for his graduate students.
He and one of his students, W.G. Shaw,
wrote a review of the then current
literature on liquid crystals, ‘The Meso-
morphic State’, for Chemical Reviews
(1956). This article was instrumental in
educating many scientists about liquid
crystals and stimulating their interest.
Equally stimulating is an article ‘Liquid
Crystals’ written later for undergraduate/
high school students in Chemistry (1967).
Glenn Brown became an editor and later
editor-in-chief of Molecular Crystals and
Liquid Crystals as well as editor-in -chief of
the Letters section. He also edited a series
of six volumes of Advances in Liquid
Crystals (Academic Press). He wrote
numerous review articles, many of which
are particularly helpful for beginning

researchers. Glenn’s own research interest
was first in the structures of liquid
crystalline phases as determined by X-ray
crystallography. Later, he became con-
vinced that the most exciting topics were
lyotropic and biological liquid crystals.

To Glenn Brown, liquid crystals were his
life. He shared it with the world and with
a very special person, his wife Jessie. They
were married early in his career in 1943
and had four children: Larry, Donald,
Nancy and Barbara. In his later years,
Glenn had three grandchildren to enjoy.
He loved baseball almast as much as liquid
crystals, and the first international con-
ference included a ball game. Glenn
Brown touched the lives of many of us in
the liguid crystal community. When he
went to a meeting, he talked to every
scientist he could, whether a student or a
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professor. Often the people he met were
invited to Kent to give a seminar and
always they were asked to send a reprint
of their work when published. Unfor-
tunately, Parkinson’s disease prevented
Glenn from continuing to talk about liquid
crystals and he reluctantly retired in 1985.

Today, Glenn Brown no longer needs to
convince people that liquid crystals are
worthy of their time, that they are not
impure organic compounds. The Glenn H.
Brown Award from the International
Liquid Crystal Society recognized Glenn’s
contributions and the support and en-
couragement he extended to young
scientists. For those of us who knew him,
the name Glenn Brown is synonymous
with the term liquid crystals.

Mary E. Neubert
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